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Alignment Document 
State of Kansas and Aventa Learning Grammar and Composition 

 
Grammar and Composition 

2005-2007 Benchmark Blueprint 
 
 

Units Bands Benchmarks Unit Name Course Topic Description 

1.1.1 Composes a written piece with plot 
elements and also experiments with point 
of view and various narrative techniques. 

Word Choice Creative Writing - Composing 
a Drama 

1.1.2 Selects and uses   
1.1.2.1 personal experience Word Choice Creative Writing - Composing 

a Drama 
1.1.2.2 personal observation Word Choice Creative Writing - Composing 

a Drama 
1.1.2.3 prior knowledge. Word Choice Creative Writing - Composing 

a Drama 
1.1.3 Writes from experiences and relies 
on detailed insight, a sense of how events 
unfold, and how people respond to life 
and to one another. 

Word Choice Creative Writing - Composing 
a Drama 

1.1.4 Analyzes and understands 
implications and consequences of 
plagiarism (e.g. ethical, legal, 
professional). 

Research Research 

1.1.5 Applies appropriate strategies to 
generate narrative text (e.g. 
brainstorming, listing, webbing, working in 
pairs or cooperative groups and 
identifying information from print sources). 

Voice 
 
Ideas 
 
Ideas 

Voice n Fiction 
 
Introduction 
 
Having Something to Say 

1 The student writes effectively 
for a variety of audiences, 
purposes, and contexts. 

1.1 The student writes narrative text 
using the writing process. 

1.1.6 Writes a piece with an inviting 
introduction, appropriate body, and 
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satisfying conclusion that leaves the 
reader with a sense of resolution. 
1.1.7 Selects varied transitions to connect 
ideas within and between paragraphs in 
the writing piece. 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Transitions Within Paragraphs 
 
Transitions Between 
Paragraphs 
 
Essays 
 
Transitions 

  

1.1.8 Selects vocabulary and figurative 
language that conveys a particular tone 
and personality (e.g. humor, suspense, 
originality, and liveliness). 

Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
 
Ideas 
 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
 
Word Choice 

Logic and Voice in Poetry 
 
Introduction 
 
Voice in Poetry 
 
Voice n Fiction 
 
The Importance of Developing 
Your Own Voice 
 
Voice in Essays 
 
Adapting Voice to Audience 
and Purpose 
 
Using Words That Captivate 
the Reader 
 
Adjectives 
 
Verbs 
 
Strategies for Improving Word 
Choice 
 
Nouns 
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1.1.9 Incorporates words that are precise 
and suitable for narrative writing, which 
create appropriate imagery (e.g. explicit 
nouns, explicit verbs, natural modifiers). 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 

Improving Diction 
 
Nouns 
 
Introduction 

1.1.10 Manages vocabulary particular to 
the topic and provides ease of 
understanding. 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Ideas 

Improving Diction 
 
Strategies for Improving Word 
Choice 
 
Nouns 
 
Adjectives 
 
Introduction 
 
Verbs 
 
Using Words That Captivate 
the Reader 

  

1.1.11 Uses a variety of sentence 
structures and lengths. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 

More Ways to Combine 
Sentences 
 
Combining Sentences for 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Avoiding Sentence Errors 
 
Importance of Sentence 
Fluency 
 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Vary Sentence Length and 
Structure 
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Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Organizing a Sentence 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
Sentences 
 
Parts of a Sentence 

1.1.12 Creates a variety of engaging 
sentence beginnings that relate to and 
build upon previous sentences that move 
the reader easily through the text. 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Essays 
 
Transitions Between 
Paragraphs 
 
Transitions Within Paragraphs 
 
Vary Sentence Length and 
Structure 
 
Transitions 
 
Importance of Sentence 
Fluency 
 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 

1.1.13 Uses fragments only for stylistic 
effect. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Avoiding Sentence Errors 
 
Fragments 

1.1.14 Composes and selectively uses 
dialogue for effect and style. 

Word Choice Dialogue 

1.1.15 Indicator not used at this grade 
level. 

  

1.1.16 Uses correct mechanics and 
punctuation to guide the reader through 
the text. 

Conventions Common Punctuation Errors 

  

1.1.17 Uses correct grammar and usage, 
which may be manipulated for stylistic 

Sentence Fluency 
 

Other Ideas: Getting Rid of 
Wordiness 
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effect and may contribute to clarity.  
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Organization 
 
Conventions 

 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Sentence Ambiguity 
 
Introduction 

1.1.18 Spells familiar and most unfamiliar 
words and uses available resources (e.g. 
dictionary, spell check). 

Conventions Confusing Word Pairs 

 

1.1.19 Uses correct paragraph divisions to 
reinforce the organizational structure of 
the text. 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Essays 
 
Logical Organizational 
Structures 
 
Paragraphs 
 
Paragraphing Structures 
 
Basic Organizational 
Structures 

1.2.1 Develops a thesis statement based 
upon at least one main idea in response 
to a prompt. 

Research Thesis Statement 

1.2.2 Clearly defines the main idea by 
selecting relevant, logical details that 
meet the reader's informational needs. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Ideas 

Short Stories 
 
Short Stories 

1.2.3 Selects and uses   
1.2.3.1 personal experience Ideas Looking at Student Writing 

Samples 
1.2.3.2 personal observations Ideas Looking at Student Writing 

Samples 
1.2.3.3 prior knowledge Ideas Looking at Student Writing 

Samples 

 

1.2 The student writes expository 
text using the writing process. 

1.2.3.4 research to meet the reader's 
needs and to create appropriate point of 

Research 
 

Research Organization and 
Analysis 
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view.  
Research 
 
Research 
 
Research 
 
Research 
 
 
Research 

 
Introduction 
 
Research 
 
Preparation 
 
Research, Decision-Making 
and Drafting 
 
A Logical Process for 
Research 

1.2.4 Expresses information in own words 
using appropriate organization, grammar, 
word choice, and tone sufficient to the 
audience. 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Introduction 
 
Introduction 
 
Conventions 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Introduction 
 
Improving Diction 
 
Nouns 
 
Audience 
 
Audience and Purpose 
 
Introduction 
 
How to Organize What You 
Want to Say 
 
Looking at Samples 
 
Introduction 
 
Beginning-Middle-End 

  

1.2.5 Analyzes and understands 
implications and consequences of 
plagiarism (e.g. ethical, legal, 
professional). 

Research Research 
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1.2.6 Cites references for all sources of 
information and includes summarized and 
paraphrased ideas from other authors. 

Research 
 
Presentation 

Source Cards 
 
Documentation Format 

1.2.7 Constructs a bibliography with a 
standard style of format (e.g. MLA, APA, 
etc.). 

Research Working Bibliography 

1.2.8 Applies appropriate strategies to 
generate expository text (e.g. 
brainstorming, listing, webbing, working in 
pairs or cooperative groups and 
identifying information from print sources). 

Ideas 
 
Ideas 

Introduction 
 
Having Something to Say 

1.2.9 Writes a cohesive piece that 
includes 

  

1.2.9.1 an introduction that draws the 
reader in 

Research Research, Decision Making, 
and Drafting 

1.2.9.2 a body that provides information 
through the logical placement of facts and 
data 

Research 
 
Research 
 
 
Ideas 
 
Organization 

Fact and Opinion 
 
Research, Decision Making, 
and Drafting 
 
Thinking Skills and Logic 
 
Logical Organizational 
Structures 

1.2.9.3 a conclusion that reinforces the 
thesis statement and leaves the reader 
with a sense of completion. 

Research 
 
Research 

Thesis Statement 
 
Research, Decision Making, 
and Drafting 

  

1.2.10 Arranges information within each 
paragraph in a logical and effective 
sequence to meet the readers 
informational needs. 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Ideas 
 
Research 

Paragraphing Structures 
 
Logical Organizational 
Structures 
 
Thinking Skills and Logic 
 
Research, Decision Making, 
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and Drafting 
1.2.11 Uses appropriate transitions to 
connect ideas within and between 
paragraphs. 

Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Research 

Transitions Between 
Paragraphs 
 
Transitions Within Paragraphs 
 
Essays 
 
Transitions 
 
Decision-Making and Drafting 

  

1.2.12 Selects vocabulary and figurative 
language that convey a particular tone 
and personality (e.g. humor, suspense, 
originality, liveliness). 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Ideas 
 
 
Voice 
 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
 

Nouns 
 
Strategies for Improving Word 
Choice 
 
Adjectives 
 
Verbs 
 
Using Words That Captivate 
the Reader 
 
The Importance of Developing 
Your Own Voice 
 
Voice in Essays 
 
Introduction 
 
Voice in Poetry 
 
Logic and Voice in Poetry 
 
Adapting Voice to Audience 
and Purpose 
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Voice Voice n Fiction 
1.2.13 Incorporates words that are precise 
and suitable for expository writing that 
create appropriate imagery (e.g. explicit 
nouns, vivid verbs, natural modifiers). 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 

Nouns 
 
Introduction 
 
Improving Diction 

1.2.14 Manages specialized vocabulary 
particular to the subject/topic to provide 
ease of understanding. 

Presentation Technical Writing 

1.2.15 Uses a variety of sentence 
structures and lengths to make the 
reading pleasant and natural. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
More Ways to Combine 
Sentences 
 
Importance of Sentence 
Fluency 
 
Avoiding Sentence Errors 
 
Vary Sentence Length and 
Structure 
 
Combining Sentences for 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
Organizing a Sentence 
 
Parts of a Sentence 
 
Sentences 

  

1.2.16 Creates a variety of engaging 
sentence beginnings that relate to and 
build upon previous sentences to move 

Organization 
 
Organization 

Essays 
 
Transitions Within Paragraphs 
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the reader easily through the text.  
Organization 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 

 
Transitions Between 
Paragraphs 
 
Transitions 
 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Vary Sentence Length and 
Structure 
 
Importance of Sentence 
Fluency 

1.2.17 Uses fragments only for stylistic 
effect. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Fragments 
 
Avoiding Sentence Errors 

1.2.18 Indicator not at this grade level.   
1.2.19 Uses correct mechanics and 
punctuates to guide the reader through 
the text. 

Conventions Common Punctuation Errors 

1.2.20 Uses correct grammar and usage, 
which may be manipulated for stylistic 
effect and may contribute to clarity. 

Conventions 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Organization 

Introduction 
 
Other Ideas: Getting Rid of 
Wordiness 
 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Sentence Ambiguity 

1.2.21 Spells familiar and most unfamiliar 
word correctly and uses available 
resources (e.g. dictionary, spell check). 

Conventions Confusing Word Pairs 

  

1.2.22 Uses correct paragraph divisions to 
reinforce the organizational structure of 
the text. 

Organization 
 
 

Basic Organizational 
Structures 
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 Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Essays 
 
Paragraphs 
 
Paragraphing Structures 
 
Logical Organizational 
Structures 

1.3.1 Develops a technical text focused 
on one main purpose 

Presentation 
 
Ideas 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Business Letters 
 
Short Stories 
 
Short Stories 

1.3.2 Clearly defines the main idea with 
selection of concise, logical details that 
meet the reader's informational needs. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Ideas 

Short Stories 
 
Short Stories 

1.3.3 Analyzes and understands 
implications and consequences of 
plagiarism (e.g. ethical, legal, 
professional). 

Research Research 

1.3.4 Cites references for all sources of 
information and includes summarized and 
paraphrased ideas from other authors. 

Presentation 
 
Research 

Documentation Format 
 
Source Cards 

1.3.5 Constructs a bibliography with a 
standard style of format (e.g. MLA, APA, 
etc.). 

Research Working Bibliography 

1.3.6 Applies appropriate strategies to 
generate technical text (e.g. 
brainstorming, listing, webbing, working in 
pairs or cooperative groups, identifying 
information from print sources). 

Ideas 
 
Ideas 
 
Presentation 

Having Something to Say 
 
Introduction 
 
Business Letters 

 

1.3 The student writes technical text 
using the writing process. 

1.3.7 Organizes information within each 
section, paragraph, list, or graphic in a 
logical and effective sequence to meet the 
reader's informational needs. 

Introduction 
 
Introduction 
 
Organization 

Audience 
 
Audience and Purpose 
 
Logical Organizational 
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Ideas 

Structures 
 
Thinking Skills and Logic 

1.3.8 Composes a comprehensive piece 
with a constructive introduction, a relevant 
or sequential body, and a suitable 
conclusion. 

Research Research, Decision Making, 
and Drafting 

1.3.9 Uses appropriate transitions to 
connect ideas within the piece (e.g. 
enumerated lists, bullets, headings, 
subheadings, complex outlining 
elements). 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Transitions Within Paragraphs 
 
Transitions Between 
Paragraphs 
 
Essays 
 
Transitions 

1.3.10 Writes with an awareness of 
purpose and audience (e.g. letters, 
complex reports, directions, graphics, 
brochures, electronic presentation, 
newsletters, memos, job searches, fliers, 
e-mails, Web pages, pictorials). 

Voice 
 
 
Organization 
 
Introduction 
 
Introduction 
 
Introduction 

Adapting Voice to Audience 
and Purpose 
 
Sentence Purpose 
 
Purpose 
 
Audience 
 
Audience and Purpose 

1.3.11 Writes with authority so the voice is 
not distracting. 

Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 
 
Voice 

Logic and Voice in Poetry 
 
Voice n Fiction 
 
Introduction 
 
Voice in Poetry 

  

1.3.12 Selects words that convey the 
writer's message clearly, precisely, and 
professionally (e.g. technical terms, 
jargon). 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 

Nouns 
 
Improving Diction 
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Word Choice Introduction 
1.3.13 Selects words that consider 
appropriate connotation for the intended 
task/format (e.g. persuasive, if 
persuading; informational, if informing, 
etc.). 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 

Improving Diction 
 
Nouns 
 
Introduction 

1.3.14 Writes compact sentences or 
phrases that make the point clear. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Combining Sentences 
 
Recognizing Sentence Fluency 
 
Fragments 
 
Run-ons 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
Sentence Ambiguity 
 
Prepositional Phrases 
 
Parts of a Sentence 
 
Sentences 
 
Types of Complements 

1.3.15 Punctuates correctly. Conventions Common Punctuation Errors 
1.3.16 Uses correct grammar and usage, 
which may be manipulated for stylistic 
effect and contributes to clarity. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Conventions 
 
Organization 

Other Ideas: Getting Rid of 
Wordiness 
 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Introduction 
 
Sentence Ambiguity 

  

1.3.17 Spells words correctly and uses Conventions Confusing Word Pairs 
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available resources (e.g. dictionary, spell 
check). 

 

1.3.18 Uses graphic devices that are 
clear, helpful, visually appealing, and 
supportive of the text (e.g. charts, graphs, 
illustrations). 

Presentation Creating a Presentation 

1.4.1 Asserts an arguable proposition or 
opinion (thesis statement). 

Research Thesis Statement 

1.4.2 Selects and uses   
1.4.2.1 personal experience Introduction Diagnostic Essay 
1.4.2.2 observations Introduction Diagnostic Essay 
1.4.2.3 prior knowledge Introduction Diagnostic Essay 
1.4.2.4 research important for the reader 
to reach a conclusion and use an 
appropriate point of view for the piece 
(e.g. first person in editorial). 

Research 
 
Research 
 
Research 
 
 
Research 
 
Research 
 
 
Research 

Preparation 
 
Introduction 
 
A Logical Process for 
Research 
 
Research 
 
Research, Decision-Making 
and Drafting 
 
Research Organization and 
Analysis 

1.4.3 Develops and differentiates details 
necessary to expand the main topic in a 
balanced format to support the writer's 
position. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Ideas 

Short Stories 
 
Short Stories 

1.4.4 Anticipates the reader's question(s) 
and provides balance with a counter-
argument. 

Research Research 

 

1.4 The student writes persuasive 
text using the writing process. 

1.4.5 Builds a focused argument that uses 
logical thinking and appeals to reason, 

Ideas Thinking Skills and Logic 
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authority, and/or emotion. 
1.4.6 Analyzes and understands 
implications and consequences of 
plagiarism (e.g. ethical, legal, 
professional). 

Research Research 

1.4.7 Applies appropriate strategies to 
generate persuasive text (e.g. 
brainstorming, listing, webbing, working in 
pairs or cooperative groups, identifying 
information from print sources). 

Ideas 
 
Ideas 

Having Something to Say 
 
Introduction 

1.4.8 Writes a cohesive piece that 
includes 

  

1.4.8.1 an introduction that engages the 
reader 

Research Research, Decision Making, 
and Drafting 

1.4.8.2 a body that reinforces the writer's 
position through the logical placement of 
evidence 

Ideas 
 
Organization 

Thinking Skills and Logic 
 
Logical Organizational 
Structures 

1.4.8.3 a conclusion that reinforces the 
thesis statement and the original position. 

Research Thesis Statement 

1.4.9 Arranges information within each 
paragraph in a logical and effective 
sequence to persuade the reader (e.g. 
typically 5 or more sentences). 

Ideas 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Thinking Skills and Logic 
 
Paragraphing Structures 
 
Logical Organizational 
Structures 

1.4.10 Uses appropriate transitions to 
connect ideas within and between 
paragraphs. 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Transitions Within Paragraphs 
 
Transitions Between 
Paragraphs 
 
Essays 
 
Transitions 

  

1.4.11 Selects vocabulary and figurative 
language that conveys a particular tone 

Word Choice 
 

Strategies for Improving Word 
Choice 
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and personality (e.g. humor, suspense, 
cynicism, sarcasm, originality, and 
liveliness). 

 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Ideas 

 
Adjectives 
 
Nouns 
 
Verbs 
 
Using Words That Captivate 
the Reader 

1.4.12 Uses language that is appropriate 
for persuasive writing and easy for the 
audience to understand. 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Introduction 
 
Introduction 

Nouns 
 
Improving Diction 
 
Introduction 
 
Audience 
 
Audience and Purpose 

1.4.13 Incorporates words that are 
precise, suitable for persuasive writing, 
and create imagery (e.g. precise nouns, 
powerful verbs, vivid modifiers). 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 

Nouns 
 
Improving Diction 
 
Introduction 

  

1.4.14 Uses a variety of sentence 
structures and lengths to make the 
reading pleasant and natural. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 

Avoiding Sentence Errors 
 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Combining Sentences for 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Vary Sentence Length and 
Structure 
 
More Ways to Combine 
Sentences 
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Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Importance of Sentence 
Fluency 
 
Parts of a Sentence 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
Organizing a Sentence 
 
Sentences 

1.4.15 Creates a variety of engaging 
sentence beginnings that relate to and 
build upon previous sentences that move 
the reader fluidly through the subject 
matter. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 

Transitions 
 
Vary Sentence Length and 
Structure 
 
Importance of Sentence 
Fluency 
 
How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Essays 
 
Transitions Between 
Paragraphs 
 
Transitions Within Paragraphs 

1.4.16 Uses fragments only for stylistic 
effect. 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Avoiding Sentence Errors 
 
Fragments 

1.4.17 Includes convincing dialogue, if 
appropriate. 

Word Choice Dialogue 

1.4.18 Punctuates correctly to easily 
guide the reader through the text 

Conventions Common Punctuation Errors 

  

1.4.19 Uses correct grammar and usage, 
which may be manipulated for stylistic 

Sentence Fluency 
 

How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
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effect, which may contribute to clarity.  
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Organization 
 
Conventions 

 
Other Ideas: Getting Rid of 
Wordiness 
 
Sentence Ambiguity 
 
Introduction 

1.4.20 Spells words correctly and uses 
available resources (e.g. dictionary, spell 
check). 

Conventions Confusing Word Pairs 

  

1.4.21 Uses correct paragraph divisions to 
reinforce the organizational structure of 
the text. 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Organization 

Paragraphing Structures 
 
Basic Organizational 
Structures 
 
Paragraphs 
 
Logical Organizational 
Structures 
 
Essays 

2.1.1 Generates relevant, investigating, 
and researchable questions in order to 
create a thesis/hypothesis. Uses 
knowledge, comprehension, application, 
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation levels 
of questioning. 

Research 
 
 
Research 

A Logical Process to Your 
Research 
 
Research, Decision Making, 
and Drafting 

2 The student applies reading 
and writing skills to 
demonstrate learning. 

2.1 The student uses effective 
research practices. 
 

2.1.2 Locates appropriate print and non-
print information using text and technical 
resources, periodicals, and book indices, 
including databases and internet. 

Research 
 
Voice 
 
 
Presentation 
 
Word Choice 
 

Gathering Information 
 
Logic and Voice on the World 
Wide Web 
 
Web Pages 
 
Online Writing Resources 
 



      
 

© 2007 Aventa Learning 1-800-594-5504  |  info@aventalearning.com Page 19 of 27 

Word Choice Using Technology 
2.1.3 Verifies the accuracy, relevance, 
and completeness of information. 

Research Research 

2.1.4 Analyzes the complexities and 
discrepancies in information and 
systematically organizes relevant 
information to support central ideas, 
concepts, and themes. 

Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Ideas 
 
Sentence Fluency 

Introduction 
 
How to Organize What You 
Want to Say 
 
Short Stories 
 
Short Stories 

2.1.5 Presents organized statements, 
reports, and speeches using visuals or 
media to support meaning, as 
appropriate. 

Presentation 
 
Presentation 
 
 
Presentation 
 
Presentation 
 
 
Presentation 
 
Presentation 
 
Research 
 
Research 

Creating a Presentation 
 
Tips and Practice for Effective 
Presentations 
 
Research Papers 
 
Introduction to Special 
Presentation Media 
 
Technical Writing 
 
Introduction 
 
Research 
 
Introduction 

2.1.6 Analyzes, organizes, and converts 
information into different forms (e.g., 
charts, graphs, drawings). 

Organization 
 
Organization 

Introduction 
 
How to Organize What You 
Want to Say 

2.1.7 Documents sources of information 
using standard format. 

Research 
 
Presentation 

Source Cards 
 
Documentation Format 

  

2.1.8 Uses a manual or form such as Research Research 
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 Modern Language Association (MLA) or 
American Psychological Association 
(APA). 
2.2.1 analyzes and understands 
implications and consequences of 
plagiarism (e.g., ethical, legal, 
professional). 

Research Research 

2.2.2 expresses information in own words 
using appropriate organization and 
grammar, word choice, and tone sufficient 
to the audience. 

Conventions 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 

Introduction 
 
Introduction 
 
How to Organize What You 
Want to Say 
 
Introduction 
 
Nouns 
 
Improving Diction 

2.2.3 cites references for all sources of 
information including summarized and 
paraphrased ideas from other authors. 

Research 
 
Presentation 

Source Cards 
 
Documentation Format 

 

2.2 The student uses ethical 
research practices. 

2.2.4 constructs a bibliography with 
author, title, publisher, year, website 
name and address, and copyright date 
using standard style format (e.g., MLA, 
APA). 

Research Working Bibliography 

1.1.1 accept responsibility for active 
listening. 

Voice Logic and Voice in Poetry 

1.1.2 use personal strategies to maintain 
focus (metacognition). 

  

1.1 The effective listener is 
attentive. 

1.1.3 demonstrate ability to manage 
internal and external distractions. 

  

1 Learners will participate 
effectively as listeners within 
formal and informal groups. 

1.2 The effective listener identifies/ 
recognizes verbal and nonverbal 
cues accurately. 

1.2.1 understand the effects of ambiguous 
verbal and nonverbal cues, such as 
sarcasm, cultural meanings, inferences, 
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and gestures. 
1.2.2 relate verbal and nonverbal cues to 
prior knowledge and experience. 

  

1.2.3 recognize the effects of conflicting 
verbal and nonverbal cues. 

  

1.3.1 accurately follow instructions that 
require integrating information and 
adjusting for specific situations. 

  

1.3.2 distinguish between denotative and 
connotative meanings. 

  

1.3.3 offer appropriate and effective 
feedback. 

  

1.3.4 accurately explain an oral message. Voice  Logic and Voice in Poetry 

1.3 The effective listener 
understands the message. 

1.3.5 enhance understanding through 
appropriate use of speaker's 
supplemental aids, such as maps, word 
lists, or texts. 

  

1.4.1 accurately complete complex tasks.   
1.4.2 assimilate knowledge from listening 
and use it in a new context. 

Voice  Logic and Voice in Poetry 

1.4.3 use appropriate strategies to 
remember. 

Voice  Logic and Voice in Poetry 

1.4 The effective listener 
remembers and applies content of 
message. 

1.4.4 relate speaker's ideas and 
information to students' lives. 

Voice  Logic and Voice in Poetry 

1.5.1 distinguish between relevant and 
irrelevant material. 

  

1.5.2 judge validity of ideas, arguments, 
or hypotheses. 

  

1.5.3 identify and interpret multiple 
messages and the purposes intended by 
the speaker. 

  

1.5.4 distinguish between fact and 
opinion. 

  

 

1.5 The effective listener analyzes/ 
evaluates the message. 

1.5.5 recognize and control their own 
emotional responses to material. 

  



      
 

© 2007 Aventa Learning 1-800-594-5504  |  info@aventalearning.com Page 22 of 27 

1.5.6 support personal evaluation of 
message. 

   

1.5.7 accept appropriate criticism, 
disagreement, suggestions, and 
compliments. 

  

1.6.1 vary behavior according to task 
roles within the group, such as note taker, 
leader, and clarifier. 

  

1.6.2 suspend judgment until the 
message is complete. 

  

 

1.6 The effective listener 
participates appropriately in small 
groups 

1.6.3 demonstrate respect for differences 
in attitude, behavior, value, and beliefs. 

  

2.1.1 establish and maintain focus on 
visual messages. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 2.1 The effective viewer is attentive. 

2.1.2 accept responsibility for active 
viewing. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.2.1 identify media forms, media content, 
and media products. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.2.2 identify symbolic elements of visual 
messages, such as visual metaphors. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.2.3 recognize that visual messages are 
open to multiple interpretations. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.2.4 recognize the effects of verbal and 
nonverbal cues. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.2 The effective viewer recognizes/ 
identifies the cues in visual 
messages transmitted through 
objects, images, sounds, and 
words. 

2.2.5 recognize the impact of individual 
components of the message in 
relationship to the whole. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.3.1 explain the ideas, images, and 
aesthetics of visual messages. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.3.2 distinguish between denotative and 
connotative meanings. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.3.3 offer appropriate and effective 
responses, such as questions and 
comments. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2 Students will demonstrate 
skills in viewing for a variety of 
purposes. 

2.3 The effective viewer 
understands the visual message. 

2.3.4 conceptualize the abstract and Presentation Logic in Advertising 
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 symbolic message from a visual 
message. 
2.4.1 transfer knowledge from viewing to 
new contexts. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.4.2 use appropriate strategies to 
remember the content of visual 
messages. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.4.3 use knowledge from visual 
messages to create new messages, such 
as multimedia presentations and reports. 

Presentation 
 
Presentation 

Creating a Presentation 
 
Technical Writing 

2.4 The effective viewer remembers 
and applies the content of the visual 
message. 

2.4.4 relate information and ideas from 
visual messages to personal experiences. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.1 predict various outcomes. Presentation Logic in Advertising 
2.5.2 draw appropriate conclusions with 
supporting details. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.3 identify and interpret multiple 
messages and intended purposes. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.4 distinguish between relevant and 
irrelevant material. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.5 evaluate the quality of information 
obtained from electronic media sources. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.6 judge validity of ideas, arguments, 
or hypotheses. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.7 recognize, interpret, and control 
emotional responses to visual messages. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.8 assess the techniques used in visual 
messages to affect the viewer. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

2.5.9 support their individual evaluation of 
the message. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

 

2.5 The effective viewer analyzes/ 
evaluates visual messages. 

2.5.10 recognize the underlying motives 
behind the visual messages. 

Presentation Logic in Advertising 

3.1.1 analyze the characteristics of their 
audience. 

Introduction Audience and Purpose 3 Learners will speak 
effectively for a variety of 
audiences, purposes, 
occasions, and contexts. 

3.1 The effective speaker considers 
variables in the speaking situation 
(audience, purpose, occasion, and 
context) that affect the composition 

3.1.2 describe different characteristics of 
messages based on purpose. 
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of his/ her message. 3.1.3 analyze context and occasion for 
messages. 

  

3.2.1 initiate oral communication during 
appropriate times and situations using 
verbal and nonverbal behaviors, such as 
clarifying questions, comments, facial 
expressions, proximity, and raising a 
hand. 

  3.2 The effective speaker 
participates in a variety of 
communication opportunities. 

3.2.2 participate in oral presentations for 
defined purposes. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.3.1 use thesis statement and main 
points to structure planned speeches. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.3.2 use familiar organizational patterns, 
such as comparison/ contrast or problem/ 
solution. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.3.3 use language consistent with 
purpose and content of message. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.3.4 use transitions between main points. Voice Oral Presentation 
3.3.5 use introductions that prepare an 
audience for the speech. 

Introduction 
 
Voice 

Audience and Purpose 
 
Oral Presentation 

3.3 The effective speaker produces 
a coherent message. 

3.3.6 use conclusions that reinforce the 
message and signal closure for planned 
speeches. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.4.1 use information that is relevant, 
accurate, and sufficient. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.4.2 use language that matches 
audience's level of understanding, such 
as vocabulary and amount of detail. 

Introduction 
 
Voice 

Audience and Purpose 
 
Oral Presentation 

3.4.3 use vocabulary specific to topic. Word Choice 
 
Voice 

Nouns 
 
Oral Presentation 

 

3.4 The effective speaker uses 
appropriate content for purpose, 
audience, occasion, and context. 

3.4.4 use the level of language formality 
consistent with audience, purpose, and 
context. 

Introduction 
 
Voice 

Audience and Purpose 
 
Oral Presentation 
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3.4.5 use language that promotes 
emotional responses related to speaker's 
purpose. 

Voice Oral Presentation  

3.4.6 use authentic voice that reflects the 
speaker's commitment to the message 
and personal style. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.5.1 use an extemporaneous manner of 
delivery that creates speaker connection 
to the audience. 

Introduction Audience and Purpose 

3.5.2 maintain an acceptable level of 
poise including eye contact, body position/ 
movement, and vocal expression (volume, 
pace, and inflection). 

  

3.5.3 use appropriate pronunciation and 
clear articulation. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.5.4 avoid distracting delivery behaviors 
such as fidgeting, rocking podium, 
shuffling notes, and unintended verbal 
pauses. 

  

3.5 The effective speaker 
demonstrates control of delivery 
skills. 

3.5.5 effectively use materials and 
equipment, such as charts, graphs, 
markerboards, microphones, videos, 
overheads, and computer technology. 

  

3.6.1 understand the various purposes of 
groups, such as problem solving, 
brainstorming, consensus building, 
discussion, and information gathering. 

  

3.6.2 contribute relevant information 
based on their role in the group. 

  

3.6.3 participate through questions and 
dialogue. 

Introduction Threaded Discussion 

3.6.4 adapt to the group dynamics by 
assuming different roles. 

  

3.6.5 show sensitivity to the feelings and 
opinions of others. 

  

 

3.6 The effective speaker 
participates appropriately in small 
groups. 

3.6.6 use appropriate means to   
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 communicate feelings and resolve conflict 
through negotiations and compromise, 
realizing that nonacceptance is an option. 
3.7.1 accept helpful criticism in a 
respectful manner. 

Voice Oral Presentation 

3.7.2 evaluate the merit of criticism.   
3.7.3 use criticism to improve future oral 
presentations. 

  

3.7.4 modify delivery or content during a 
presentation in response to audience 
feedback. 

  

 

3.7 The effective speaker 
recognizes the role of evaluation in 
oral communication. 

3.7.5 use self-evaluation to improve oral 
communication. 

  

4.1 The effective communicator is 
knowledgeable about available 
resources. 

4.1.1 identify specialized sources of 
information, such as databases, 
professional publications, university 
libraries, and national experts. 

Research Research 

4.2 The effective communicator 
uses sources from a variety of 
media and formats. 

4.2.1 use appropriate sources from 
electronic, print, and expert categories of 
information for purposes, audiences, 
occasions, and contexts. 

Presentation Creating a Presentation 

4.3.1 use techniques to perform efficient 
information searches, such as multiple 
search terms, narrowing/ expanding the 
search, and key word searches 

Research Research 

4.3.2 gather current information from 
authoritative sources. 

Research Research 

4.3 The effective communicator 
collects, sorts, and selects sources 
and information. 

4.3.3 select best information for purposes, 
audiences, occasions, and contexts. 

Research A Logical Process for your 
Research 

4.4.1 use criteria to evaluate the 
usefulness and credibility of sources. 

Research Research 

4 Communicators will retrieve 
information from a variety of 
appropriate sources. 

4.4 The effective communicator 
analyzes/ evaluates the sources 
and information. 4.4.2 use criteria to evaluate the accuracy 

of information. 
Research Research 

5 Communicators effectively 
use and create media products 

5.1 The effective communicator is 
knowledgeable about various 

5.1.1 analyze characteristics of various 
methods to create media. 

Presentation Tips and Practice for Effective 
Presentation 
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methods that can be used to create 
spoken and visual products. 

5.1.2 know advanced techniques in media 
production, such as lighting, pacing, 
camera angles, transition effects, and 
special effects. 

  

5.2.1 create more than one product to 
support the oral message. 

  

5.2.2 choose the best available media for 
content, purpose, audience, occasion, 
and context. 

  

5.2 The effective communicator 
creates single media and 
multimedia products. 

5.2.3 refine skills for creating multimedia 
presentations. 

Presentation 
 
Presentation 

Technical Writing 
 
Creating a Presentation 

5.3.1 use content appropriate to the topic. Presentation Creating a Presentation 
5.3.2 expand or limit content as 
appropriate. 

Presentation Creating a Presentation 

5.3.3 evaluate the effectiveness of a 
product for purpose, audience, occasion, 
and context. 

Introduction Audience and Purpose 

5.3.4 use symbolism in a variety of ways.   

for a variety of audiences, 
purposes, occasions, and 
contexts. 

5.3 The effective communicator 
uses appropriate content for 
purpose, audience, occasion, and 
content. 

5.3.5 give credit for borrowed materials 
and follow copyright laws. 

Research Research 

 


